POINTS OF CLARIFICATION AND EMPHASIS

2007-2008 HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER SEASON
1)
The rules clinic starting this year can only be done online.  We are not able to view the clinic by DVD anymore, so you will have a limited window of opportunity to do this online.  The FHSAA now will be doing ALL rules presentations online. The officials associations will not be able to give the rules presentation. The online window for the rules clinic is AUGUST 15th to AUGUST 26th for Fall Soccer. Everyone should plan on finishing the on-line clinic by August 21st so we can confirm there are no problems and avoid anyone getting a fine.  If you do not do online clinic in one of the available windows of opportunity you will be fined and suspended by FHSAA.  The Winter Soccer On-Line Rules Clinic is October 22nd to November 2nd, for those that didn’t do it in August.  If you did take the on-line clinic in August you do not have to do it again for Winter Soccer.  The link to do the online clinic from the FHSAA web page is  

FHSAA – eClassroom.

2)
TESTING - This year FHSAA is expecting you to take the closed book, open book or make-up exams online.  The make-up exam is required if you miss the closed book or open book window to take the exam, or you get a score less than 76.  The exam will be 50 questions like the one you took last year.  We expect everyone to take the closed book exam if this is your third year and you plan on doing any post season games.  If you take the open book exam you will not be eligible for post season games.  You must still get a minimum grade of 76 on either the closed book or open book exam in order to do varsity games. (Since only 50 – 2 point questions you can only miss 12 questions.) The make-up exam is required if you miss one of the other two exams or get a score less than 76.

This year you still may elect to go and sit down and take the written test at one of the available test centers. As long as you mark that option on your registration form when you register on-line with FHSAA there is no charge this year.  If you do not mark that option, then it is expected you will take the test online.  There will be only one site in the Orlando area if you sit for the exam (Dr. Phillips High School).  Winter Springs is no longer a test center.  If you go and take the written exam without marking it on your registration, then it will cost you $15.  So if you want a paper exam be sure and mark your registration.  In 2008-2009 all who wish to take a paper exam will be charged $15.  When you take the online test (closed book) once the test loads and you click the acceptance button, the test will run with a running clock of 50 minutes.  That is your time limit, 50 minutes.  The open book test will not have a time limit.  The make-up exam will also have a 50 minute time limit.  You can only take the test once.  The exam will be available for a limited time (dates below) through the FHSAA – eClassroom link.  A high speed connection is strongly recommended.  NOTE: Each persons test will not be the same.  The 50 questions everyone gets will be randomly selected from a test database of about 250 questions.

The rules exam will be given online. Select the code for the type of test you want when you register.  00 for online Closed Book Exam  ---  01 for online Open Book Exam (no time limit)  ---  02 select ONLY if you have to take the make-up exam for some reason.  If you are taking the paper written exam put in the site code where you want to take the exam.  You can take the written closed book exam on Monday November 5th at 6:30pm.  The only site in the Orlando area is Dr. Phillips High School.  (Site # 48)  Deland High School in Volusia County (Site # 64) is also available.  You must register a site when you register with FHSAA. If you do not enter a site number and you do show up at a testing site they will charge you $15.00 (again this is if you register for online testing and show up at a testing site). Next year it will cost everyone who does not take the online test $15.00 to take a closed book written exam at a testing center.  Anyone who wishes to change how they take the test (open ; closed or written) after they have registered, must call Carrie Hardee at FHSAA at 352-372-9551  ext. 290 or chardee@fhsaa.org.

On line testing -- you can either do a closed book exam or an open book exam. The closed book online exam window is OCTOBER 26th -  NOVEMBER 4th they will not give any waivers unless you are overseas in the military. Once you go online to take the closed book exam you will have 50 minutes to complete the exam. You will be given a temporary test grade.  You will not be able to print out your exam.

 

Open book online exam window is NOVEMBER 6th - NOVEMBER 11th . There is no time limit to this exam but you still must obtain a grade of 76 or better to do varsity games.  

 

Make up exam will be given online NOVEMBER 30th – DECEMBER 2nd  (online only).   There is NO written make-up exam.  As I said before to get a waiver will be almost impossible and you must take one of the exams in order to referee.  Contact Bob Kreuter if you are taking the make-up exam.  Also, the make-up exam must be taken by anyone who gets a grade below a 76.
3)
Ernie will be making assignments this year through Arbiter.  Any questions regarding 

the operation of Arbiter should be directed to Skip Brooks.  You must accept or decline your 

game assignments on Arbiter this year.  If you decline a game on Arbiter the system will assume 

that you cannot work that day.  If, however, you can work a game that day and it is just a time or 

distance problem, then you must contact Ernie directly.  If you do not accept or decline your 

games on Arbiter you will be replaced on that Game.  Additionally if you cannot work a certain 

day or days, you can block those days on Arbiter, and Ernie will not assign you.  Ernie still, 

however, needs a paper availability sheet from you to aid him in assigning. 

Also, if you are not assigned a game on a certain day, and you are available, Ernie needs to know.  Ernie will fill in games first from this availability list. There should be no one complaining about not getting enough games this year, but you need to work with Ernie.  This year we will be using the 3-Whistle system on Varsity games. We expect you to carry out your duties with professionalism regardless of what game or position you are refereeing.  Games will be assigned in respect to the referee’s ability and to the level of the game.  At times more seasoned officials may be given the center or side referee assignment to support newer officials.  This will depend on Ernie’s knowledge of the teams and the referee’s ability.  We expect you to support this assignment and to help the newer official improve.  This year, more than ever, we are a “TEAM” out on the field.  This year with the Double Dual Three Whistle System the seasoned official’s need to help and mentor our new Officials.   

4)
If Ernie asks you to fill a position on a game that a referee has turned back or is unable to 

do, Ernie will inform you what position you have.  Whether it is Center ; SR1 ; or SR2.

( “SR” stands for Side Referee )  NOTE :  On every game the SR1 must fill out the Arbiter game 

report for the entire crew to get paid.

5)
Lead Official for interpretation of rules on the field :  On a three-man system the 

Center referee is the final decision on any rules interpretation.  If by chance the Center does not show, and the SR1 and SR2 are required to do a two-man system, the SR1 is the final interpretation of the rules on any situations requiring a decision.   (This also applies to JV games for a 2-man system.)  (NOTE : Both the SR1 and SR2 have equal authority to call a foul during play, and the SR1 or SR2 should not be questioned as to whether it was a foul or not, but only on the execution of the penalty if there is a need for rule interpretation.)  In addition, if for some reason the Center referee cannot complete the game, but can do a side position, the SR1 will step into the center and finish the game.  (Unless by mutual agreement other arrangements are made.)  NOTE : ( The SR1 generally takes the coaches side during a game, however, there may be situation where the Center referee would prefer the SR1 to go to the fans side.  The SR1 and SR2 should work on the side where the Center instructs them to go.  The SR1, however, is still the SR1 regardless of which side he/she is on, and will replace the Center if the Center cannot finish the game.  (Unless by mutual agreement other arrangements are made.)

6)
If a game is called by the Game Administration because of weather or other 

circumstances prior to the start of the game, and you have arrived at the game site, you should be entitled to the mileage fee only.  If you have started the game, and it is then canceled you should be entitled to the entire game fee and mileage for that game only.  If you are notified of a game cancellation prior to game time and prior to your arrival at the game site, you will not be entitled to either the mileage or game fee. 

7)
In a 3-Man Double Dual System, the Referee that issues the Red Card is responsible 

for sending the red card Unsportsmanship Report to Gainesville and to the President of HSSOCF within 24 hours. If a red card is given during a 2-man system, the official who gave the red card is responsible for issuing an Unsportsmanship Report to Gainesville and to the President of HSSOCF within 24 hours.  Gainesville requires you now FAX them a signed copy of the report.  NOTE :  Out of all FHSAA Sports, Soccer had 40% of all ejections.  This must come down.  (If you don’t have access to a FAX, then call Gainesville and get to a FAX machine as soon as possible.  The 24 hours is critical and the Official can be fined by FHSAA if the report is not sent within the 24 hours.)   Any BLUE CARD reports go only to the President of HSSOCF.

ALSO, PLEASE NOTE :   (You must use the FHSAA Unsportmanship Report Form)

This form is on both the FHSAA and the HSSOCF web sites.

FHSAA’s ADDRESS ---



Send to :   ATTN:    MR.  DENARVISE THORNTON ;  

Sr. Director of Operations and Officials



FLORIDA HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION



1801  NW  80 th   BLVD.



GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA  32606

PHONE :  
(352)  372-9551  ext. 240









FAX  :

(352)  373-1528


8)
Varsity games are going to be 40 Minute Halves per FHSAA Guidelines. 

(Paragraph 1006.01  Item # 1 in the Official’s Guidebook)      Sub-Varsity (JV and Freshman) may play two 30 minute halves if stated in the school’s game contract with each other.  At the time of this writing we expect Orange County to play 30 minute halves and all other Counties to play 40 minutes for JV and Freshman.  Play what the home team administration desires as long as it is within these guidelines of the rules.   NOTE :  This year again when an  ( 8 ) Eight Goal differential is obtained at the end of the first half, or secured during the second half, the game is terminated.  NOTE :  You must play at least one half.

9)
PAY SCHEDULE 2007-2008 SEASON :
  

GAME FEES  

· Varsity games – Three (3) officials (or 2 officials) @ $46.00 each

· Junior Varsity and Freshman games – Two (2) officials @ $36.00 each

· Middle School games (25 min. halves) – Two (2) officials @ $30.00 each

Each HSSOCF official will receive a daily travel allowance of $10.00, except a daily travel allowance of $15.00 shall be paid each game official that must travel to Lake or Volusia counties and the official lives out of those areas.


Varsity games must be officiated by at least two (2) officials. DO NOT DO A VARSITY GAME ALONE.


An official who is required to officiate a Junior Varsity game alone will be paid $46.00.


An official who is required to officiate a Middle School game alone will be paid $40.00.

An amount equal to one game fee will be paid to each official, if the School fails to notify Assignor of a change in accordance with the CHANGE RULE below, and the official travels to the game site before he/she can be contacted by Assignor.


A travel allowance, only, will be paid to each official who travels to a field and is unable to initiate the game due to unusual severe weather conditions.  A full game fee will be paid if the game is initiated.




CHANGE RULE :

Changes to the final submitted schedule are strongly discouraged.  Changes include, but not limited to, kickoff time changes, match date changes, match site changes, additional matches, cancellation of matches, or rescheduling of matches.  Changes must be sent by email to the HSSOCF Assignor at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the originally scheduled time for kickoff with the exception of time changes or cancellations due to unusually severe weather conditions.  Telephone messages involving changes other than severe weather conditions or bona fide emergencies will not be accepted.

NOTE :  
Varsity games MUST HAVE two officials.  We cannot do a Varsity 

Game alone.  (Call Ernie if you are running late for some reason.)      JV / Freshman games can be done with one official with the approval of both coaches and if the referee feels comfortable doing the game alone.  This, however, is not advised.


Also, all Officials must be registered with FHSAA and HSSOCF ; have all dues and fines paid, have been fingerprinted and cleared, taken the on-line rules clinic, and taken the FHSAA Rules Exam in order to referee.  A test score minimum of 76 is required to referee Varsity Games.

10)
If an injured player (or goalie) is attended to on the field, that player (or goalie) must leave the field.  The injured player may return at the next available regular substitution time.

11)
Any hard casts, splints, or braces must be covered with ½ inch thick, high density closed cell polyurethane or similar material.  A medical release for the injured player signed by a licensed medical physician must be available at the game site.  Reference Rule 4 ; Section 2.  Also, be aware of the required equipment rule.  Reference Rule 4 ; Section 1.

12)
We are to use HAND SIGNALS in High School Soccer.  A copy of these signals are in the back of the NFHS Rule Book.  (Per FHSAA and NFHS)  Also, restart the game with a whistle after any substitution.

13)
PER HSSOCF and FHSAA GUIDELINES --- UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS RULE 701.05 


There is a change for the 2007-2008 season.  Yellow is now the primary color.


Make sure you bring all four colors to every game.



PRIMARY UNIFORM 
---
YELLOW WITH BLACK PIN-STRIPES



FIRST ALTERNATE  
---
BLUE WITH BLACK PIN-STRIPES



SECOND ALTERNATE  
---   
RED WITH BLACK PIN-STRIPES



THIRD ALTERNATE
---
BLACK WITH WHITE PIN-STRIPES


NOTE :
Whoever is the center referee or the SR1 (on Sub-Varsity) will determine what color uniform the crew will wear based on the color of the uniforms each team is wearing.  It is important that each referee bring each color uniform to each game to assure the referee crew is all dressed alike.

Everyone must use the FHSAA patch on their uniform.  Most important all members of the crew must wear the same colors. If a cap, jacket or warn-up pant are worn, they must be black.

14)
A player who deliberately handles a ball to prevent it from going into the goal is now 

issued “A BLUE CARD” and is disqualified from further participation in the game.  The player SHALL NOT be replaced on the field with a substitute.  A report is only required to be sent to the HSSOCF President.  No report to FHSAA is required for a Blue Card. ( That’s Right BLUE ; so make sure you carry a Blue Card along with your Red and Yellow)   


Reference Official’s Guidebook Section  1006.04 ; Item # 7.

15)
We strongly encourage the membership to take an active part in your association.  One 

way to do that is to be a part of one of the following committees.  Please advise a board member as to which one of the following committees you would like participate on.

Committees are to be 3 or 5 people :

· Grievance Committee (Handles Discipline Issues) and Suggestion Action Committee for Improvements

· Evaluation and Assessment Committee

· Assignment Review and Field Inspection Committee

· Recommendations Committee for Post Season Games

· Education and Training Committee

· Mentoring and Information Resource Committee
· Historian Committee
· Social Events Committee
16)
The meeting times for the 2007-2008 Season is as follows :

HSSOCF meetings will be held at the Maitland City Hall, 1776 Independence Lane, Maitland, FL at 6:00 P.M.  You are requested to arrive early to sign in before the meeting starts.  All agenda items must be received by the president two weeks before a general membership meeting to insure the appropriate committee has time to review the item.  A map to Maitland City Hall is on the www.hssocf.com web page under “Useful Items”.  Give the maps a few seconds to download.

Here are this year’s HSSOCF meeting dates as of now. 

Watch your e-mail for any changes or additions.

Double Dual Training Aug 19 and Sept 23.

All at 6:00 pm Sunday – Maitland City Hall

Rules training at 5:00 pm on October 14.

August 12, 2007

August 19, 2007   Double Dual Training

September 16, 2007

September 23, 2007    Double Dual Training

October 7, 2007     

October 14, 2007   Rules Training Class at 5:00 pm for Exam

November 4, 2007

December 2, 2007

January 6, 2008

February 10, 2008
Election of President and Treasurer

CALL YOUR CREW

CONFIRM YOUR GAMES


In an effort to have better communication between referee crew members, and to help Ernie assure no games are missed or mistakes are made, the following policy has been established and must be followed by everyone.

1) Just as before, when the schedule is issued ( or reissued ) all games must be confirmed or turned back through Ernie.  NEVER exchange games on your own.

2) A minimum of three days before your scheduled game, the referee on the varsity game will call his or her SR1 and SR2 to verify the following items listed below.  It is suggested that these calls be made on the Saturday the week before your scheduled games.

· Are the SR1 / SR2 that were called still assigned to that game?

· Do they know the game time for their Fresh. ; JV ; & Varsity games?

· Do they know how to get to the game site?

· Is there any problem with any of the crew members arriving 30 minutes before their schedule games?  If so, when do they expect to arrive at the game?  Will the center referee be there early?

3) If there has been a change in assignment and the SR1 and SR2 who is called is no longer on the game, Ernie will advise the new SR1 or SR2 who the varsity center referee is for their game, and instruct them to call the varsity center to inform him or her that they are on the game. (Or the referee and other crew members can be found on Arbiter.)

4) SR1’s and SR2’s if you have a problem making it to your JV or Freshman game 30 minutes prior to game time (or the varsity game if that is all that is being played), call the other referee and let him or her know what your expected arrival time is.  The first referee to arrive can be checking the fields, checking over the teams, and obtaining the rosters.

5) SR1’s and SR2’s if your varsity center referee has not called you at least 2 days before your scheduled game, call the varsity center referee or call Ernie to verify that person is still the center referee.

6) Any problems that occur on game day and you are going to arrive late to the field, you must call Ernie immediately before the schools or your fellow officials call Ernie stating they have a no-show. That way if they do call Ernie, he can advise them that you are on the way and give them an estimated arrival time.  If you can, it would also be a good idea to try and call your fellow officials, but at a minimum make sure you call Ernie if you are running late. 

7) DO NOT e-mail Ernie with any changes, turn-backs, or game problems.  Call him directly on his home phone or his cell phone.  He has his cell phone with him most the time.  

8) We have many nights when we have a lot of games and Ernie needs help.  If you aren’t working any night of the week and you are available to work, call Ernie if you would like a game.  He gives the games out on a first-come-first-serve basis to those that call him and want to that want to work.  We would really like to be able to service the schools and always provide three referees where they need it.  Ernie will also be using your Arbiter availability schedule and the availability sheets you sent him.

9) Know where your game site is and where you are going no later than the night before your game.  Don’t always be calling Ernie and Ann on your way to the game wondering how to get there.  There are computer maps that you can download that will help you, or get a city map and check it out.  If you are an SR1 or SR2 then your varsity center may be able to help you if you do not know.  Maps are also available through the Arbiter web site.

NOTE :


There will always be last minute changes that will always come up.  It is hoped, however, that this procedure will help reduce the possibility of missing games or making mistakes (example : two center referees at the same field).  It is also hoped that this procedure will improve communications between crew members.  The Board would be interested in your feedback if people are not “calling your crew”.  This can only work to reduce or eliminate errors if everyone does their part.  Please implement this policy immediately.  Thanks.









Bob Kreuter
PRE AND POST GAME SUGGESTIONS :


Things to do prior to the game and things to discuss as a crew as a pre-game discussion.

· As a crew introduce yourselves to the coaches and determine that everyone is legally equipped, find out if any special equipment, casts, etc. needs to be looked at, determine if any doctor’s statements are needed, and discuss good sportsmanship.

· Starting in 2007-2008 line up the teams shoulder to shoulder in front of their benches 5 minutes before game time for proper uniform and equipment check

(Officials Guide Book Rule 1006.01 ; Number 5)

· Be sure and get a printed copy of the team roster, with coaches and bench personnel

· Check the field for hazards and assure the goals are secured (mandatory)

· Determine who the ball people will be

· Discuss the proper timing methods with the clock operator

· Check game balls for proper air

· Perform a pre-game conference with your crew

· Perform a brief half-time and post game conference to discuss any issues or improvements

As part of the pre-game conference with your crew be sure and cover the following items  and discuss how you as the referee or SR1 (on 2-man system) want them to be handled.

· Which side SR1 and SR2 will be on.

· How the crew will walk out at the start of the game

· If referee cannot finish game, SR1 will come in (or 2-man system)

· How to handle throw-ins   … help spot position for thrower ; watch feet / hands

· Ball in and out of touch … when to signal ; look at referee signal in his end

· Offsides  … be sure player is in play ; delay the whistle to be sure the player is in the play or interfering 

· How SR1 and SR2 is to handle fouls as they get closer to SR1 or SR2   Fouls should not in general be called by Official on the team if they are right in front of another Official … It is expected that Official has the best view.  

· Fouls in the Penalty Area  ---  the referee closest to the play should make the call but good eye contact with other Officials on the team is extremely important  ;  if the Official calls a foul and it is in penalty area, what should each member of the team do …  ; etc.

· If there are Penalty Kicks … what are SR1 and SR2’s responsibilities? (Goal Judge)  Where does everyone take up position.

·  Help spot free kicks near … This should be done by the Official nearest the free kick

· Where to be on Corner Kicks

· Follow Ball to End Line ( especially SR1 and SR2)

· What to do if the Ball is in and out of the goal and we have a score  … who signals the goal ?

· What to do during goal kicks

· Who will keep time ; Who will write and what ( Ref, SR1 and SR2 )

· What to do if an incident arises on the field

· How to handle fouls behind the referee’s back but right in front of a Side Referee

· How to communicate or signal a fellow Official that you wish to talk to him

· How to handle Substitutes   (signals ; shirts tucked in ; when to let subs on the field ; they must be at the center line ; who should handle the substitution)

· What to do if there is a fight or bench clearing   (take numbers ; control bench side players ; don’t touch anyone)

· Water Breaks are MANDATORY near the half way point of each half.  Discuss how this will be handled

· If there is an injury stop the game ; don’t touch the player ; call the coach or trainer on the field

· How to handle coaches who become hostile or are not exhibiting good sportsmanship

· How to talk to players or what to do if a player(s) are hostile to you

· What to do if a caution or ejection is required … It is extremely important that all Officials know what the card was for and who got it.  The clock is stopped so all Officials should conference if needed to know who got the card.

· We always wish to get the rules right so conference if necessary, but the head referee has the final say on rule interpretation 

HSSOCF  OFFICERS  2007 – 2008

PRESIDENT :


Bob Kreuter 



Home Phone :  
(407)  332-8858



151 Tollgate Trail


Work Phone :
(407)  306-6865



Longwood, Florida


Cell Phone :
(321)  277-3640





32750-3859









e-mail Home :    BobKreuter@aol.com









e-mail Work :    Bob.Kreuter@lmco.com
VICE - PRESIDENT :

Tom Burton 



Home Phone :  
(407)  862-7154



210 Palmetto Concourse

Work Phone :
call cell phone



Longwood, Florida


Cell Phone :
(407)  739-7154





      32779









e-mail Home :    tburt321@earthlink.net 









e-mail Work :     none

SECRETARY :
Skip Brooks



Home Phone :  
(407)  327-3349



1209 Winding Chase Blvd.

Work Phone :
(407)  921-3344



Winter Springs, Florida


Cell Phone :
(407)  921-3344





         32708







e-mail Home :   FLSkipper@cfl.rr.com 






   

e-mail Work :    Karl_Brooks@scps.k12.fl.us 

TREASURER :
Paul Hawkins 



Home Phone :  
(407)  862-7859



P. O.  Box  915754


FAX  Phone :
(407)  862-2914



Longwood, Florida


Cell Phone :
(407)  687-9559      




    32791








e-mail Home :   pvhawkins@msn.com







e-mail Work :    none

ASSIGNOR :
Ernie Head 



Home Phone :  
(863)  868-3705



5256 Fischer Drive 


FAX  Phone :
(863)  397-5008



Lakeland, Florida


Cell Phone :
(863)  397-5008





   33813









e-mail Home :    erniehead76@msn.com







e-mail Work :     none

PAST  PRESIDENT :


Dave Santucci 



Home Phone :  
(407)  344-2778



2817 Middletown Circle


Work Phone :
(407)  892-5508



Kissimmee, Florida


Cell Phone :
(407)  301-5077





  34743








       
e-mail Home :   dnsantucci@comcast.net 







       
e-mail Work :    dnsantucci@gmail.com 

